
 

 

At a Glance 

●​ Community Convening: StartupBREW held 4 events with 638 attendees, featuring 
speakers across creative, entrepreneurial, and tech sectors. 

●​ Elevate Summit: Elevate: An AI in Agriculture Summit sold out at over 300 registered 
attendees. 

●​ TEDxFargo CHARGE: TEDxFargo CHARGE sold out both days at over 600 registered 
attendees each day — including a historic reunion of Alex Van Halen and David Lee 
Roth. 

●​ Field Day: Grand Farm Field Day drew approximately 125 attendees with live trial 
demonstrations and partner showcases on the Innovation Campus. 

●​ Federal Programs: USDA formally moved forward with Grand Farm as Program 
Manager for the Transformational Agriculture Innovation Program (TAIP) at USDA ARS. 

●​ D.C. Engagement: Leadership traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with USDA REE, 
USDA ARS, the British Embassy, Senator Hoeven's team, and Ag Appropriations staff. 

●​ Grand Farm Partnerships: The STEM Practice and Emergent joined as new partners; 
RDO Equipment and BankNorth announced multi-year partnerships. 

●​ Campus Utilization: Innovation Campus hosted 10 tours and delegations including 
Bobcat, Pivot Bio, USDA ARS, CHS, and Grow with Google. 

●​ Media Coverage: 68 media placements in July, driven by TEDxFargo CHARGE, the 
Elevate Summit, Field Day, and the RAPPR. 

●​ UGA Grand Farm: UGA Grand Farm Field Day announced; crops are growing through 
a hot Georgia summer. 

  

 

Experiences & Convenings 

StartupBREW — July 

July's four StartupBREW events featured 
speakers from across the creative, 
entrepreneurial, and technology sectors, 
continuing the program's strong weekly 
momentum. 

  

Speakers: 

●      The Creative's Flow 
●      Young Entrepreneur's Day 

 



 

 
●      John Huderle, Ultimate Elevation 
●      Prism Labs 
●      SayAnythingBlog.com 
●      IXCELA 

  

Attendance: 638 community members 

​
Elevate: An AI in Agriculture Summit​
Elevate sold out, drawing 328 registered 
attendees against a goal of 300. The event 
featured Dr. Steven Mirsky (USDA ARS), Dr. 
Nora Lapitan (USDA ARS Deputy 
Administrator), and a range of industry leaders 
exploring the intersection of artificial 
intelligence and agriculture.​
​
Grand Farm Field Day 2026​
Grand Farm Field Day welcomed 
approximately 125 attendees to the Innovation 
Campus for live trial demonstrations, partner showcases, and an up-close look at the 
technologies and programs underway in the 2026 season — including the Barn Owl ANT 
autonomous weeding robot and active NPG-Ag field trials.​
​
TEDxFargo CHARGE​
TEDxFargo CHARGE sold out both days, 
drawing 608 attendees on Wednesday (goal: 
500) and 623 on Thursday (goal: 500). The 
event generated 50+ auxiliary events, two new 
downtown murals, and substantial national 
media attention, including coverage of the 
historic reunion of Alex Van Halen and David 
Lee Roth on the TEDxFargo stage for the first 
time since 2015. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grand Farm Partnerships 

New Partnerships 

●​ The STEM Practice 
●​ Emergent 

 ​
Renewed & Announced Partnerships 

●​ RDO Equipment 
●​ BankNorth — multi-year partnership announced to expand student access to 

agriculture innovation 

  

 

Federal Programs & Policy 

Transformational Agriculture Innovation Program (TAIP)​
USDA ARS formally decided to move forward with Grand Farm as Program Manager for the 
Transformational Agriculture Innovation Program (TAIP) — a significant milestone in the 
organization's federal partnership portfolio and its role shaping national agricultural research 
infrastructure.​
​
USDA National Proving Grounds Network™ for AgTech​
Dr. Steven Mirsky and approximately 9 USDA ARS team members were inNorth Dakota for 
Elevate and TEDxFargo, continuing to drive forward Year 1 NPG-Ag execution. The NPG-Ag 
booth was featured at Grand Farm Field Day, showcasing the network's progress to partners 
and the public.​
​
Ancient Grains — USDA ARS Mandan​
The Ancient Grains initiative, a collaborative project with USDA ARS Mandan, continued to 
advance as a novel research and storytelling program at the Innovation Campus.​
​
Washington, D.C. Engagement​
Grand Farm leadership traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with USDA REE, USDA ARS, the 
British Embassy, Senator Hoeven's team, and Ag Appropriations staff — strengthening Grand 
Farm's relationships across the federal landscape heading into the fall policy season. 

  

 

 

http://stempractice.ai/
https://www.emergentconnext.com/
https://www.rdoequipment.com/
https://grandfarm.com/grand-farm-and-banknorth-announce-multi-year-partnership-to-expand-student-access-to-agriculture-innovation/


 

 

Field Operations 

July brought tremendous growth — 
particularly in the corn — and high activity 
across the Innovation Campus. All herbicide, 
side-dress, and foliar treatment applications 
are complete. Field trials have been evaluated 
with stand counts, soil samples, tissue 
samples, and more. Drones have filled the sky 
collecting images, and robots and sensors of 
all kinds have been active on the ground. With 
a recent heat wave, signs of drought stress are 
emerging. A good soaking rain is needed soon. 

  

 

Startup Engagement  

●​ Deployed nitrate sensors from Nerite to observe nitrate concentration on and between 
tile lines using a lysimeter system. 

●​ Continued sensor deployments and data collection for the USDA ARS Lincoln project, 
with soil moisture sensors from 4 different companies connected to a central data 
logger — providing valuable comparative data as drought conditions develop. 

●​ The Barn Owl Precision Agriculture ANT (Autonomous Nano Tractor) has been 
successfully weeding autonomously in sugar beets, dry beans, and soybeans following 
early-season calibration. The deployment is creating a strong development 
opportunity for Barn Owl and a significant learning experience for the Grand Farm 
team. 

●​ Grand Farm conducted tissue sampling with the Leaftech Ag hyperspectral scanner 
on potato crops near Thief River Falls, MN alongside a partner — gaining new 
cross-crop insight on macronutrients, micronutrients, and leaf water content. 

●​ Grand Farm attended the NDSU Hettinger REC Field Day to observe experiments and 
a smart feedlot, exploring technology deployment opportunities in production 
environments beyond the Innovation Campus. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

UGA Grand Farm Update 

Summer is in full swing at UGA Grand Farm. Crops are growing through the Georgia heat and 
humidity, with afternoon showers keeping the fields thriving as this season's trials continue to 
take shape. UGA Grand Farm Field Day has been announced, providing attendees with 
guided field tours, presentations from researchers and industry partners, and an inside look ​
​
at the USDA National Proving Grounds Network™ for AgTech initiative and other innovations 
underway on the Georgia campus. 

  

 

Ecosystem Engagement 

●​ Toured the ROERS 'COVE' facility to explore mutual support opportunities between 
the innovation and real estate development communities. 

●​ Utilized Elevate  as a key convening platform for ecosystem partners, researchers, and 
startups. 

●​ Leadership traveled to Georgia to attend the APLU SE Leaders Conference, providing a 
field tour of UGA Grand Farm and meeting with former Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue and Georgia Senator Larry Walker. 

  

 

Facilities & Campus Utilization 

The Grand Farm Innovation Campus hosted 10 tours and delegations in July, reflecting its 
growing role as a national destination for agricultural leaders, technology companies, and 
institutional partners. 

  
●      Bobcat 
●      PI AgSciences 
●      North Star Ag 
●      Pivot Bio 
●      BankNorth​
​

 



 

​
 
●      aerialPLOT 
●      USDA ARS 
●      Greeneye Technology 
●      CHS 
●      Grow with Google 

  

 

Marketing, Communications & Storytelling 

Events 

●​ Developed marketing materials and promoted 50+ TEDxFargo CHARGE auxiliary 
events. 

●​ Launched tickets for UGA Grand Farm Field Day 2026. 
●​ Kicked off Grand Farm 2027 partnership planning. 

 ​
Video Production 

●​ Filmed first shoot with Chezy for the 2026 Grand Farm video series 
●​ Filmed a TEDxFargo 'Thank You' video with Chezy. 
●​ Kicked off foundational elements of the Never-Quitters event series with Heidi 

Heitkamp. 
●​ Released 'Remembering Cindy Schreiber-Beck | Memorial Sculpture Dedication at 

Grand Farm.' 

 ​
Photography 

●​ A Preview of TEDxFargo CHARGE 2026 - Album 
●​ TEDxFargo Extra Events 2026 - Album 
●​ Downtown Fargo Mural Reveals 2026 - Album 
●​ Elevate: An AI in Agriculture Summit 2026 - Album 
●​ Elevate Speaker & Sponsor Dinner 2026 - Album 
●​ StartupBREW Fargo 2026 - Album 

 ​
Written Content 

●​ Fargo INC! — TEDxFargo Returns With a Charge 
●​ Emerging Prairie Partner Spotlight: Bell Bank 

  

 

https://youtu.be/glVilDM_0dU?si=QgL1JUA0UDvElycV
https://youtu.be/glVilDM_0dU?si=QgL1JUA0UDvElycV
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720334969192
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720335008070
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720334995359/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720335015792/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720335000503/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emergingprairie/albums/72177720331734599/
https://issuu.com/fmspotlight/docs/fargo_inc_july_2026/66
https://www.emergingprairie.com/emerging-prairie-partner-spotlight-bell-bank/


 

 

 

Public Relations & Media Coverage 

July generated 68 media placements, driven primarily by TEDxFargo CHARGE — including 
widespread national rock music coverage of the Alex Van Halen and David Lee Roth reunion 
— along with the Elevate Summit, Field Day. 

  

Grand Farm / Elevate / Field Day 

●​ InForum​
Grand Farm Hosts Sold Out AI Summit 

●​ AG News 890​
Andrew Jason, Grand Farm, on Elevate Summit 

●​ AG News 890​
Andrew Jason, Grand Farm, Talking Elevate 

●​ AG News 890​
Matt Wendel of Grand Farm on Elevate and Grand Farm Field Day 

●​ AG News 890​
Kenny Lee of Aigen on Their Solar-Powered Robot That Eliminates Herbicide-Resistant 
Weeds 

●​ AG News 890​
BankNorth President Bernie Sinner on New Partnership Between BankNorth and 
Grand Farm 

●​ AG News 890​
Checking In With Ryzosphere CEO Joni Kindwall-Moore at Elevate at Grand Farm 

●​ AG News 890​
Flatland Capital CEO Jack Brodshaug at Elevate at Grand Farm 

●​ Farm Progress​
8 Ag Startups Offer Solutions to Farm Challenges 

●​ Farm Progress​
How Farmers Use AI and Other Tech to Transform Their Operations 

●​ Farm Progress​
Future of Agriculture Looks Exciting, Inspirational 

●​ GS Publishing / InForum / Williston Herald / Wahpeton Daily News / Jamestown Sun​
Grand Farm Provides Tech Fix for Farmers' Most Pressing Needs 

●​ Red River Farm Network​
A Year of One Million Thanks 

●​ Red River Farm Network (RRFN)​
Hoeven: Administration Building on North Dakota's Strengths​

 

https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/grand-farm-hosts-sold-out-ai-summit
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/7-14-26-andrew-jason-grand-farm-on-elevate-ai/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/7-27-26-andrew-jason-grand-farm-talking-elavate/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-matt-wendel-of-grand-farm-on-elevate-and-the-grand-farm-field-day-taking-place-today/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-kenny-lee-of-aigen-on-their-solar-powered-robot-that-eliminates-herbicide-resistant-weeds/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-kenny-lee-of-aigen-on-their-solar-powered-robot-that-eliminates-herbicide-resistant-weeds/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-bank-north-president-bernie-sinner-on-new-partnership-between-bank-north-and-grand-farm/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-bank-north-president-bernie-sinner-on-new-partnership-between-bank-north-and-grand-farm/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-checking-in-with-the-ryzosphere-ceo-and-founder-joni-kindwall-moore-at-elevate-at-grand-farm/
https://www.agnews890.com/episode/07-28-26-flatland-capital-ceo-and-founder-jack-brodshaug-at-elevate-at-grand-farm/
https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-business/8-ag-startups-offer-solutions-to-farm-challenges
https://www.farmprogress.com/technology/how-farmers-use-ai-other-tech-to-transform-their-operations
https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-shows/future-of-agriculture-looks-exciting-inspirational
https://www.inforum.com/news/north-dakota/grand-farm-provides-tech-fix-for-farmers-most-pressing-needs
https://www.rrfn.com/2026/07/29/a-year-of-one-million-thanks/
https://www.rrfn.com/2026/07/05/hoeven-administration-building-on-north-dakotas-strengths/


 

​
 

●​ AgFunder News​
Weed Control, Disease, and Drainage Are Top Pain Points for Farmers in 2026, Says 
Grand Farm 

●​ MPR News​
Report Shows Where Weeds, Moisture, and Labor Shortages Hit Regional Agriculture 
Hardest 

●​ RED E AG After Hours Ag Podcast​
How Grand Farm Is Transforming the Future of Farming 

●​ Georgia.org​
Agriculture Innovation Finds Home in Rural Georgia 

●​ Morning Ag Clips​
A Citizen of the World: UGA Grand Farm Director Lenin Rodriguez 

●​ Farms.com​
A Citizen of the World: UGA Grand Farm Director Lenin Rodriguez — Cultivating a 
Fertile Future for Farming 

  

TEDxFargo CHARGE 

●​ Rolling Stone​
David Lee Roth and Alex Van Halen Reunite for TED Talk 

●​ InForum​
Former Bandmates David Lee Roth and Alex Van Halen Team Up for TEDxFargo Talk 

●​ InForum​
TEDxFargo Returns With Sold Out Event 

●​ InForum​
TEDxFargo Continues to Show a Thriving North Dakota on Thursday 

●​ InForum​
TEDxFargo Encourages Community to CHARGE Forward With Bold Ideas 

●​ Parade​
Iconic '70s Rockers Reunion: David Lee Roth and Alex Van Halen at TEDxFargo 2026 

●​ Consequence​
David Lee Roth and Alex Van Halen to Reunite for TED Talk 

●​ Ultimate Classic Rock​
Alex Van Halen and David Lee Roth 2026 

●​ Blabbermouth​
Alex Van Halen and David Lee Roth to Reunite at TEDxFargo This Thursday 

●​ Valley News Live​
Fargo City Hall Lights Up Red for TEDxFargo 

●​ InForum​
Community Collage Mural Unveiled in Downtown Fargo​
​

 

https://agfundernews.com/weed-control-disease-and-drainage-are-top-pain-points-for-farmers-in-2026-says-grand-farm
https://agfundernews.com/weed-control-disease-and-drainage-are-top-pain-points-for-farmers-in-2026-says-grand-farm
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/07/02/report-shows-where-weeds-moisture-and-labor-shortages-hit-regional-agriculture-hardest
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/07/02/report-shows-where-weeds-moisture-and-labor-shortages-hit-regional-agriculture-hardest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDk6HzFLTBw
http://georgia.org
https://georgia.org/blogs/agriculture-innovation-finds-home-rural-georgia
https://www.morningagclips.com/a-citizen-of-the-world-uga-grand-farm-director-lenin-rodriguez/
http://farms.com
https://www.farms.com/news/a-citizen-of-the-world-uga-grand-farm-director-lenin-rodriguez-cultivating-fertile-future-for-farming-244188.aspx
https://www.farms.com/news/a-citizen-of-the-world-uga-grand-farm-director-lenin-rodriguez-cultivating-fertile-future-for-farming-244188.aspx
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/david-lee-roth-alex-van-halen-ted-talk-1235599738/
https://www.inforum.com/lifestyle/arts-and-entertainment/former-bandmates-david-lee-roth-alex-van-halen-team-up-for-tedxfargo-talk
https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/tedxfargo-returns-with-sold-out-event
https://www.inforum.com/community/tedxfargo-continues-to-show-a-thriving-north-dakota-on-thursday
https://www.inforum.com/community/tedxfargo-encourages-community-to-charge-forward-with-bold-ideas
https://parade.com/entertainment/iconic-70s-rockers-reunion-david-lee-roth-alex-van-halen-tedxfargo-2026
https://consequence.net/2026/07/david-lee-roth-alex-van-halen-to-reunite-ted-talk/
https://ultimateclassicrock.com/david-lee-roth-alex-van-halen-2026/
https://blabbermouth.net/news/alex-van-halen-and-david-lee-roth-to-reunite-at-tedxfargo-event-this-thursday
https://www.valleynewslive.com/2026/07/29/fargo-city-hall-lights-up-red-tedxfargo/
https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/community-collage-mural-unveiled-in-downtown-fargo-1


 

​
 

●​ KVRR​
New Murals Being Unveiled in Roberts Alley 

●​ InForum​
Treehouse Tales: World Famous Treehouse Builder Shares His Story With Fargo 
Students 

●​ InForum​
Broadway Square Hosts Tic Tac Toe World Record Attempt 

●​ Plain Talk Podcast​
A Healer Instead of Just a Technician (TEDxFargo) 

●​ InForum​
Ready for the CHARGE: Martial Arts Legend James Sang Lee Prepares for TEDxFargo 

●​ KFGO​
Tony Pipa Speaks to Big Issues for Rural America: Data Centers, Healthcare, and More 

  

 

In Summary 

July 2026 was the most event-dense month in Emerging Prairie and Grand Farm's history. 
TEDxFargo CHARGE sold out both days and generated national media attention spanning 
rock music publications to agriculture trade press. Elevate: An AI in Agriculture Summit 
exceeded all targets and established a new flagship convening platform. Grand Farm Field 
Day brought partners and visitors face-to-face with active technology trials. USDA's decision 
to move forward with Grand Farm as Program Manager for TAIP deepened the organization's 
federal role, and a D.C. trip reinforced relationships with key appropriations and agency staff. 
With 68 media placements, 10 campus tours, new and renewed partnerships, and 
autonomous robots weeding the fields, July demonstrated the full operational scale of what 
Grand Farm and Emerging Prairie are building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kvrr.com/news/local/new-murals-being-unveiled-in-roberts-alley/article_b8ae59cc-f72e-460c-ab46-db7f8f35377a.html
https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/treehouse-tales-world-famous-treehouse-builder-shares-his-story-with-fargo-students
https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/treehouse-tales-world-famous-treehouse-builder-shares-his-story-with-fargo-students
https://www.inforum.com/news/fargo/broadway-square-hosts-tic-tac-toe-world-record-attempt
https://www.inforum.com/opinion/columns/plain-talk-a-healer-instead-of-just-a-technician
https://www.inforum.com/news/ready-for-the-charge-martial-arts-legend-james-sang-lee-prepares-for-tedxfargo
https://kfgo.com/podcasts-news-views-with-joel-heitkamp/

