
 

 
 
At a Glance 

●​ Autonomous Nation Conference: 312 attendees highlighted ND’s national leadership 
in autonomy and AgTech. 

●​ StartupBREW Fargo: 400 attendees across four events featuring Brad Feld, MSUM 
founders, and AgTech innovators. 

●​ R&D Trials: 15+ active research collaborations with industry, startups, and universities. 
●​ Youth Engagement: 195 FFA students introduced to AgTech and entrepreneurship. 
●​ National Visibility: Coverage in Forbes, AgDaily, and InForum elevated ND’s profile as 

an AgTech hub.​
 

 
Driving Engagement Across Sectors 

September deepened regional and national partnerships, advancing the Engine’s goal of 
building a connected AgTech ecosystem across industry, academia, and government. 

●​ Autonomous Nation Conference (312 attendees): 
Positioned ND as a hub for autonomy and AgTech 
convergence, fostering collaboration among startups, 
corporates, and policymakers. 

●​ Strategic Partnerships (NDSU, UGA, John Deere): 
Advanced multi-state research collaboration and 
framework development for translational outcomes. 

●​ PIMA Collaboration – Winnipeg Visit: Opened 
cross-border opportunities to expand the Northern Plains 
innovation footprint. 

●​ Insignum AgTech Engagement: Demonstrated progress in startup-to-field trial 
pathways for validation. 

●​ UGA Leadership Visit: Strengthened ND–GA partnership, accelerating multi-climate 
test site integration. 

●​ ND DoT Autonomous Mowing Collaboration: Advanced autonomy research through 
partnerships with Monarch, Green Line, and BOVI. 

●​ Drone Demonstrations (Pyka & VANTIS): Expanded precision agriculture and UAS 
testbed infrastructure. 

●​ National FFA Visit (115 students): Connected students nationwide to AgTech 
innovation. 

●​ Casselton Block Party (150 attendees): Strengthened rural community engagement 
and awareness. 

●​ Autonomous Nation Speaker & Sponsor Dinner (100 attendees): Convened public 
and private leaders to strengthen partnerships.​
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Ecosystem Activation Through Emerging Prairie 

Emerging Prairie’s StartupBREW Fargo series continued to activate the region’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, bridging startup culture, higher education, and AgTech 
innovation. 

StartupBREW Fargo (4 events, 404 attendees): 

●​ EmpowerHER + Violet Vintage – Spotlighted women 
entrepreneurs and inclusivity in the creative economy. 

●​ Brad Feld, Co-Founder of Techstars & Foundry – Elevated 
national visibility and credibility for Fargo’s startup scene. 

●​ MSUM Takeover Day – Featured Sean Syverson (Swing 
Barrel Brewing) and Shannon Wiedman (Starbird Lounge), 
connecting university innovation to entrepreneurship. 

●​ Autonomous Nation Takeover Day – Showcased AgTech 
founders Clint Brauer (Greenfield Robotics) and Lukas Koch 
(Kelly Hills Unmanned Systems), linking Fargo’s startup 
community with autonomy leadership. 

Additional Engagement Highlights: 

●​ Facility Rentals (750 visitors, 22 rental days): Campus served as an open-access hub 
for partners including NDSU, Bobcat, and AgCountry. 

●​ Corporate & Higher Education Engagements (UIUC, UNL, MSU, Texas A&M, ARS): 
Expanded joint research and commercialization opportunities.​
Media Coverage: National and regional placements in Forbes, AgDaily, Georgia Farm 
Bureau, and InForum enhanced ND’s national reputation for AgTech innovation.​
 

 
Advancing Applied Research and Field Trials 

Grand Farm’s R&D portfolio continues to demonstrate progress toward scalable, real-world 
AgTech solutions across climate-diverse regions. 

●​ ADM Trial – Harvest Completed: Provided critical data on input efficiency for 
precision production. 

●​ Aigen Trials: Adaptive early- and late-season testing refined rapid feedback loops for 
startups. 

 



 

●​ NDSU & ARS Collaborations: Expanded joint trials advancing federal-state data 
integration. 

●​ New West Genetics Trial: Integrated genomics and drone imaging for resilient crop 
development. 

●​ Pivot Bio Barley Trial: Advanced nutrient management insights for precision 
sustainability. 

●​ Sensor Sandbox (ARS): Achieved first month of uninterrupted climate and soil data 
collection. 

●​ AquaSpy & Catalera (UGA): Extended fertilizer analysis in southern testbeds for 
climate validation. 

●​ Analog Devices Engagement: Connected advanced electronics firms to agricultural 
use cases. 

●​ Project Whitewater: Combined technical validation with storytelling for industry 
adoption.​
Broadband & Connectivity (NTCA, Agripilot.ai): Expanded digital infrastructure as a 
foundation for smart farming.​
 

 
Building the Future Workforce 

Workforce development efforts connected education, training, and entrepreneurship — 
building the next generation of innovators for the rural economy. 

●​ National & Minnesota FFA Engagement (195 students): 
Introduced youth to AgTech and entrepreneurship 
pathways. 

●​ Emerging Digital Academy: Led a breakout session at 
Concordia College’s Symposium on Responsibly Engaging 
With AI to Make a Difference in the World 

●​ University Partnerships (UIUC, UNL, MSU, Texas A&M, 
UGA, NDSU): Strengthened experiential learning and 
research exchange. 

●​ MSUM Takeover Day at StartupBREW: Connected student 
founders to the broader entrepreneurial network. 

●​ SBIR/STTR Training (80 attendees): Built regional capacity to access federal research 
funding. 

●​ UGA Cross-Campus Engagement: Created shared curricula and internship planning 
for ND–GA collaboration. 

●​ Community Outreach (Block Party, Autonomous Nation): Engaged students in 
robotics and AgTech demonstrations. 

●​ EmpowerHER & Violet Vintage: Highlighted female leadership and inclusion in 
innovation sectors.​
 

 



 

 
 

Translating Innovation into Impact 

Applied research and startup collaborations continued to accelerate commercialization and 
policy impact across the region. 

●​ Startup & Investor Engagements (Prairie Compost, Insignum AgTech, Upside 
Robotics, Scan-IT): Built commercialization pipelines connecting early-stage 
innovators to testbeds. 

●​ APUC Application Support: Guided multiple startups in securing external innovation 
funding. 

●​ Founder Travel Support: Enabled multi-state participation for robotics and IoT 
startups. 

●​ Project Whitewater Storytelling: Developed case studies translating research into 
partner-ready narratives. 

●​ Analog Devices & Agripilot.ai Demos: Bridged electronics and AI developers into 
agriculture applications. 

●​ ND DoT Translation Pathways: Advanced commercialization of autonomous mowing 
through state-led pilots. 

●​ CyberCon & Speaking Engagements: Shared AgTech insights on data security and 
adoption with public-sector leaders.​
 

 
In Summary 

September marked a pivotal month of growth and visibility for Grand Farm and Emerging 
Prairie - advancing research, expanding university and corporate partnerships, and energizing 
the startup ecosystem.. Together, these efforts are positioning North Dakota as a national 
leader in AgTech, autonomy, and rural innovation while demonstrating tangible impact. 

 

 


