QCTOBER 2025

At a Glance

e Prairie Capital Summit: 225 participants convening regional and national investors.

e StartupBREW Fargo: 437 attendees across five events touching on food, agriculture,
and creative sectors.

e R&D Progress: Full completion of 2025 field season; major sensor, drone, and
autonomy projects entering winter phases.

e Startup Engagement: 8 new startups added to Grand Farm ecosystem; Yield Lab
partnership launched 50% plot-cost scholarship.

e National & Regional Visibility: Coverage in The Forum, Star Tribune, RRFN expanded
visibility.

Driving Engagement Across Sectors

October strengthened regional, national, and international collaborations - advancing capital
access, policy discussion, and multi-state partnerships..

e Prairie Capital Summit (225 participants):

Advanced capital access discussions for frontier
markets and aligned financial-infrastructure strategies.

e Prairie Capital Summit Speaker Dinner (50 South
Capital)

Deepened ties with institutional investors and explored
Legacy Fund innovation pathways.

e Future of Ecosystem Meeting (14 leaders)

Facilitated by Chris Heivly (MapQuest co-founder),
aligning cross-sector leaders around sustained
ecosystem growth models.

e Grand Farm Partner Delegation to St. Louis (50 participants / 25 organizations)
Established new national partnerships (BioSTL, Anheuser-Busch, The Yield Lab
Institute), expanding the Northern Plains innovation footprint.

e Brookings-AElI Commission on U.S. Rural Prosperity Field Hearing
Positioned North Dakota as a national case study for rural innovation, strengthening
Grand Farm’s policy visibility.

e Inaugural UGA Grand Farm Field Days (Perry, GA)

Grand Farm and UGA hosted the first public-facing Field Days at the UGA Grand Farm
site during the Georgia National Fair, engaging growers, students, Extension agents,
industry partners, and local leaders. The event showcased early research, multi-climate
testbed development, and emerging AgTech solutions from companies such as
Earnest Ag, EF Polymer, AquaSpy, Wild Genomics, and others.
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Sponsored by AgGeorgia Farm Credit and the Georgia Center of Innovation, the Field
Days strengthened the Engine’s Southeast presence and laid groundwork for 2026
collaborations, fall/winter trials, and continued infrastructure development.

Upper Midwest Ecosystem Engagement

Participation in the Bioscience Summit and engagement with Aerial Plot
strengthened cross-sector relationships in life sciences and emerging AgTech.
Future of Food Venture Summit (Chicago)

Showcased Grand Farm'’s leadership alongside Microsoft and partner startups in
food-system innovation.

Japanese Deep Valley Startup Competition (Grand Farm Prize to Waku)
Reinforced international reach; Waku awarded a 2026 Grand Farm field plot.

Ecosystem Activation Through Emerging Prairie

Emerging Prairie continued to drive entrepreneurial momentum throughout October.

StartupBREW Fargo (5 events / 437 attendees):
A strong cross-sector lineup featuring food
founders, AgTech innovators, and future-of-work
leaders:

o Farm in the Dell + Charlie's Place -
Community-driven food
entrepreneurship.

o Fergie’s & Frenchie’s Créperie + Sonder
Bakehouse - Creative-economy founders.

o Work Odyssey - Future-of-work
innovations connected to regional business needs.

o Velveteen Ventures + 3 Farm Daughters - Venture capital + consumer-Ag
founder dialogue.

o First Avenue Market + Hanson’s Vanilla Co. — Scalable food-system
entrepreneurship.
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Additional Engagement Highlights:

Founders Retreat (10 founders)

Provided dedicated strategy and peer-exchange programming supporting growth
and resilience.

Facility Utilization (379 participants / 11 organizations)

Hosted partners including Microsoft, AgCountry, and USDA-ARS - reinforcing
Innovation Campus role as a multi-sector collaboration node.
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Advancing Applied Research and Field Trials

October marked completion of the 2025 field season and advancement of several major
research partnerships.

e 2025 Field Season Completion & Post-Harvest Data
Collection
All harvests and soil sampling completed, producing
baseline datasets for multi-year agronomic modeling.

e Fall Tillage & Equipment Maintenance
Residue management, compaction reduction, and
winterization completed with PTIND - ensuring field
readiness for 2026.

o Drone Data Capture
Weekly flights captured end-of-season imagery to
support yield, stress, and digital-twin development.

e Analog Devices Project - Final Phase Preparation
Advanced agricultural sensor-analytics integration, reinforcing cross-sector R&D
between electronics and crop science.

e UAS Department of Agriculture Project — Winter/Spring Planning
Engagement terms finalized; 2026 sampling framework established for unmanned
systems research.

e ND DoT Autonomous Mowing
Refined plans for statewide autonomy pilots through agency-startup collaboration.

e Project Whitewater & USDA ARS loT Sensor Project
Transitioned from field to indoor validation; maintained progress despite federal
shutdown delays.

e Indoor Sensor Network Planning (LoRaWAN)

Prepared for winter deployment of sensor-ingestion networks to support year-round
research operations.

Translating Innovation into Impact

e Yield Lab Institute Partnership: Launch of a startup scholarship covering 50% of plot
costs lowers barriers to field validation.

e Startup Engagement: 8 new startups added to Grand Farm ecosystem; Yield Lab
partnership launched 50% plot-cost scholarship.

e International Engagement (Waku): Reinforced global innovation testing at Grand
Farm.
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e Ecosystem Recruitment: Continued engagement with Aerial Plot HQ strengthens
ND's role as a commercialization hub.

e Peer-Reviewed Publication Featuring Grand Farm
Dr. Rex Sun (NDSU) published a peer-reviewed article in the Journal of Agriculture
and Food Research on UAV-based precision spraying and Al-enabled weed
segmentation, using Grand Farm field data and research support.

In Summary

October advanced capital access, national partnerships, international collaboration, and
research excellence - while completing a successful field season and expanding the startup
and investor ecosystem. With Grand Farm and Emerging Prairie working in tandem, North
Dakota continues to strengthen its position as a national leader in AgTech, autonomy, and
rural innovation.
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